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In preparing to receive your new family member there are a few things you will want to pick up. 

 I have listed the food brands that I use and will give you a small supply to get you started.

· Puppy Food – Bil-Jac – Adult Select .  If you choose to change brands do so the following way.  With each meal mix the two foods, gradually increase the amount of the new food.  I also like the Earthborn Holistic formula – its no grain and they especially like the one with fish.  Example: first meal with your new pup ¾ current food and ¼ new food, next few days ½ old and ½ new, a few days later ¼ old and ¾ new, etc.

(I have enough in the puppy bag to last you a few days)
My dogs are raised with small additions to their dry food of one of the following canned veggies - green beans, English peas, carrots, canned puppy food.  Periodically I will give a fresh or freshly thawed RAW chicken wing.  NEVER feed your dogs cooked chicken bones – boneless cooked chicken is a great treat.
· Food & Water bowls – I use the non-tip type and they are also able to drink from water bottles.
· Treats – My older puppies love Dingos (red insides), rawhide, knuckle bones, puperoni, and cheese cubes.  They like just about anything and will let you know if they don’t like it.  Don’t give too many treats as it will upset their stomach.
· Crate – You will need this for traveling in the car.  Their crate is their den.  They like having it as safe place to go when life gets busy, or its bed time.   Crate training is also a great way to house train them.  I have two types at my house - metal and Pet Taxi.  The Pet Taxi is Intermediate size and the wire crate is 24x18x21. 
· Toys - Squeaky toys, a sock with an empty water bottle in it, just about any kind of dog toys.  Even though it would be a popular choice - I wouldn’t use an old shoe, they can’t tell the difference between old shoes and new shoes.
· Bath Time - Moisturizing shampoo and cream rinse.  Always be sure to rinse thoroughly.  Baby shampoo works nicely on pet puppies and it’s tearless.  Pet stores also sell a puppy shampoo with oatmeal that is tearless.
· Pin Brush – soft and smooth tipped – not one with tips on the ends of the bristles.  Brush thoroughly and gently.  The most efficient method is line brushing; see the section on Brushing below.   (I have one for you)
· Soft Wire Slicker Brush – not necessary but great to have if you want to separate the hairs better than the pin brush.  We use these on the feet, legs and sides of the face to separate and fluff up the hair.  Because the bristles are small and close it can also be used to get tangles out.  I personally prefer the comb for this.  Best not to use this all over as it can damage the coat.
· Metal Comb – medium/coarse or fine/coarse – this comb is used when grooming the pup and de-matting.  The comb is also great for when the pup goes potty and the poo gets stuck in the hair.  (I have one for you)
· Slip Lead – This is a leash and collar in one.   They are great if you do not want a regular collar which wears down the hair around their neck.  <OR> a collar and leash.  (I have one for you)
· Puppy Pads – I like the ones at Wal-Mart.  The puppies like ripping up the ones I purchase from the pet store - into shreds.

· Spray bottle – Between baths you will want to brush your puppy.  You never want to brush a puppy with dry hair.  Mix a small amount of conditioner with water in a spray bottle and adjust the spray to a fine mist. When grooming your puppy, mist the hair and brush. This keeps the hair from breaking and conditions it between baths.  I do this with all of my puppies whether they are clipped or in full coat.  The puppies love being brushed and combed and it is relaxing for me.  No big deal, just while you are sitting in the chair watching TV and loving on your baby.

· Exercise Pen - you may want one of these so they can play freely in the back yard, in the house or when you visit friends or go to the park. 
· What Not to Feed your Dog
From Petcaretakers.com
Food and non-food items that can be hazardous to your dog's health

Most dog owners have heard their share of warnings about certain foods that can make their dog ill or result in death when ingested in a large enough quantity. Some of the more common toxic foods that dog owners are generally aware of include: 

· Bones - pose a choking risk or can become lodged in the digestive tract 

· Chocolate - toxic levels possible with the ingestion of 1 ounce per 1 pound of body weight for milk chocolate, 1 ounce per 3 pounds of body weight for semi-sweet chocolate, and 1 ounce per 9 pounds of body weight for baker's chocolate 

· Onions - can lead to a severe case of hemolytic anemia whereby the blood doesn't carry enough oxygen to all parts of the dog's body 

· Raw eggs - can cause salmonella poisoning 

· Raw meat - can cause salmonella and/or clostridium poisoning (even though there's a growing number of dog owners who rely on a raw food diet for their dog) 

As a responsible and concerned dog owner, there are a number of other foods that you should be aware of that pose a potential health risk to your furry friend. Such items include: 

· Grapes - can lead to kidney damage and death if consumed in a large enough quantity (1 -2 in a toy breed can kill your puppy)
· Green parts of potatoes and tomatoes - can cause problems for numerous body systems 

· Macadamia nuts - can negatively affect multiple systems due to an as-yet-unidentified substance 

· Raisins - same as grapes 

· Rawhide "treats" - can be a choking hazard, can be contaminated with salmonella poisoning, and many are treated with a variety of potentially harmful chemicals 

· Sugarless candy and other items that contain Xylitol - can cause liver damage and death 

· Uncooked bread dough - can swell in the stomach and cause discomfort and/or blockages 

· Walnuts - particularly the seed hulls of black walnuts as they can cause stomach problems and moldy ones can cause seizures 

Dog owners should also be familiar with non-food items that are commonly available in their environment and that can be hazardous when ingested. These items include: 

· Automatic dish detergents 

· Batteries 

· Cocoa bean mulch 

· Coffee grounds 

· Fabric-softener sheets 

· Grass that has recently been treated with chemicals 

· Human medications such as antidepressants, cold formulas, diet pills, pain killers (including aspirin and ibuprofen), and vitamins 

· Mothballs 

· Numerous houseplants and/or plants found in the landscape (refer to www.aspca.org or www.ansci.cornell.edu for lists of plant-specific symptoms and plant identification photos) 

· Potpourri 

· Tobacco products 

TUMMY ACHE? 

If your pup has a tummy ache or a touch of diarrhea keep his diet bland, just like you would yours.  You can feed them a little bit of canned pumpkin, which will help to bring the stool back to the proper consistency.  Be sure to get the can with no extra additives – just pumpkin.  Also try feeding a chicken & rice which will help and they like it so 
it’s easy to get them to eat it.  Don’t worry if when they have a tummy ache if they skip a meal, they won’t starve.

Puppy Leash Training

Puppy leash training is an important part of your dog's obedience training. Learning how to walk properly on leash makes it safer for your pet and more enjoyable for both of you (ever seen someone fighting to keep their leashed dog under control, while it drags them relentlessly down the street? Doesn't look like much fun...). Remember that cute little balls of fluff are still very young and their attention span can be short, so patience is a must when it comes to puppy leash training (or any other type of training for that matter). Positive reinforcement is important - you want to reward him for every little thing he does right during your puppy training sessions.

Of course, before you can get the leash onto your little pup, you'll need to get a collar on him! Some puppies won't seem to mind the collar at all, while others will fight it. Try to distract your pup with food or toys so that he's not thinking about the collar. Give him time to get used to it - wearing something around his neck is bound to feel weird at first. Take off the collar once in a while, but only when he's not fighting it (otherwise you are 'rewarding' him for fighting the collar; he'll think that scratching / biting / pawing at the collar will result in the collar being removed).

Once your puppy is accustomed to the collar, you can begin attaching the leash. Again, some puppies don't appear to notice the leash much, while others will initially fight it. Here are a few tips on helping your pup accept the leash:

Use a long leash initially. It will give you the freedom to drop the leash and not have to panic / chase your pup if he starts to run (you can just step on it if need be). Switch to a normal length leash once you begin the real training.
If possible, find a nice safe space where you can introduce him to the leash. A fenced area is preferable, but at least somewhere that there isn't a risk of your puppy running into traffic.
To get started, attach the leash but don't hold it. Let your puppy sniff at it and drag it around.
Don't engage in a game of 'tug' with your puppy. Some puppies will try to grab the leash and play tug-of-war with you. Simply drop the leash.
If he likes to tug on something bring along an appropriate toy - allow him to romp with his toy instead of grabbing the leash.

If your pup likes to carry the leash you might decide it's okay so long as he doesn't chew it... or instead, substitute something else like a stick or a toy that he can carry with him on walks.

Eventually you'll need to pick up the leash. Keep it slack (unless, of course, you need to pull your dog away from a dangerous situation). Bounce a couple of short feet away and use a high, happy voice to encourage your pup to come towards you. You can use a squeaky toy or treats too if it helps. Make it fun for your puppy to come to you. Keep repeating this, making it into a game.
Try to keep the leash slack unless need be. People instinctively tighten their grip on the leash if a puppy pulls, but this tends to tighten the leash and makes the puppy fight it more. So keep it loose.
Follow your pup around sometimes, and at other times, make it fun for him to follow you. Don't try to pull him in the direction you want him to go. Encourage your pup with body language, rewards, praise, and the tone of your voice.
If your puppy tries to pull you around, simply stop in your tracks. Don't move, don't do anything, just stand there. Your pup will learn that pulling gets him nowhere. Once he senses that he can't pull you, immediately bounce away and entice your pup to follow you again. Make it fun!
Above all, be patience and consistent. Your young dog will learn that it's fun to go out with you, and that the leash isn't anything to worry about. Make leash training a positive and fun experience for your puppy and he'll be eagerly awaiting your next outing!

GROOMING THE PET HAVANESE

http://www.mts.net/~mckay55/grooming.html
Most Havanese, spend the majority of their time inside the house. Unfortunately, the combination of artificial heat, air-conditioning, dry atmosphere and static electricity may result in coat damage or an assortment of skin problems. Spraying the coat with coat dressing, conditioner or diluted cream rinse before brushing may help to prevent dryness and static buildup and also adds a lovely sheen to the coat. For most pet grooming, a smooth tipped pin brush or soft wire slicker brush will be the tool of choice. Choose a soft brush to avoid scratching or irritating the skin. Many people use a Pin brush to minimize coat breakage, and reserve the slicker for grooming the feet or tangled areas only. You may use the slicker all over if you wish but there will be some coat damage due to hair breakage. Whichever brush you choose, brushing must be done thoroughly but gently. The most efficient method is line brushing where the entire coat is brushed in layers from the skin out. This is usually easiest if the dog is lying on its side. With one hand, the hair is parted to the skin and held down while the other hand gently brushes through the hair below the part. Once this section is smooth and tangle free, another section of hair is pulled down along the part and groomed in the same way. You may need to moisten each layer with a light mist of conditioner or coat dressing before brushing.
The Havanese have an abundance of hair around the face. If any food or dry matter has accumulated in the facial hair or beard, you should start your grooming session by working in some liquid tangle remover or conditioner into the soiled hair. During the time that it takes to brush the body, the tangle remover has a chance to soften and loosen the debris that was caked on, thereby making it much easier to remove. 

With the dog laying on its side start by line brushing the front and hind legs on that side. Then proceed to line brush the body coat until you reach the backbone. Turn the dog over and repeat the procedure on the other side. If you prefer, you can also reverse this procedure by starting at the backbone and working down to the legs. You may find one way easier than the other. The order does not really matter so long as all parts of the dog are brushed and combed thoroughly. The chest and stomach area can be reached by lifting the dogs front leg or by rolling it onto it's back. Finally, with the dog sitting or standing, brush the head, chest, neck, top of body and the tail. Unlike many other long coated breeds, the Havanese coat should not be artificially parted in a perfect straight line along the spine. Rather, you should allow the coat to fall on its own. A long, heavy or profuse coat may part naturally. Comb out the face, corner of the eyes and beard, using the teeth on the fine end of the comb or use an extra-fine facial or flea comb. If the beard was pre-treated with tangle remover , it should comb out easily. After the hair has been completely brushed ; take the medium/coarse end of the comb and run it through the coat to make sure that all mats and tangles have been removed. If your Havanese has a curly coat you may find it easier to use a wide tooth poodle comb. Any mats or tangles that you encounter should be saturated with conditioner then teased out gently rather than pulled or cut out. You have a few options for what to do with the head furnishings. The hair may be simply brushed back and allowed to fall naturally or it may be parted in the centre and then combed to the sides or braided into a single plait on either side ; creating a lovely frame for the bright eyes and endearing expression. Other options are to gather up the hair into a simple topknot or to fasten it back with barrettes or small clips. On a pet only, you may choose to trim the fall to a shorter length.  



CLEANING THE EYES AND EARS 

Gently bathe the skin around the eyes using a moistened cotton ball or soft wash cloth. White or light-coated Havanese may get discolored hair near the eyes and mouth. Daily cleaning will help control this staining. A soothing eye lotion (available from your vet or pet supply store) helps to ease eye irritation. A few drops applied to the stained area may help to neutralize and remove the discoloration. Assorted grooming products from your pet store or groomer are also available to camouflage the staining. See your Vet for other treatments for this problem if it is severe or very unsightly. Excess tearing and subsequent staining can also be due to all the minerals and other impurities found in tap water. Switching to filtered or distilled water in the water dish can make a dramatic difference. It can take up to 3 months to see the best results but improvement may be noted in as little as a few weeks. 

As with all dogs with heavily feathered long pendant ears, problems can arise if the ears of your Havanese are not cleaned regularly. Hold open the ear with one hand and gently clean inside the ear flap with a moistened cloth or cotton ball. Do not probe too deeply inside the ear canal. The hair growing inside the ear should be regularly plucked out, a few hairs at a time using your fingers, tweezers or a hemostat. It is important to use a fresh cotton ball or a clean corner of the wash cloth for each eye and ear. Return to Top
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CLEANING THE TEETH
Just like human beings, dog’s teeth accumulate plaque which can harden into tartar. If the teeth are neglected, bacteria can grow causing infections. Regular brushing can help to maintain a dogs teeth and gums as well as keeping the breath fresh. You should brush the teeth 2-3 times a week. If you start at a young age by scratching the muzzle and handling the mouth you should soon be able to rub the teeth and gums with your finger; especially if you first dip your finger in garlic water (a treat for many dogs). Then you should be able to easily progress to gently brushing the dogs teeth with a small soft toothbrush or finger brush. Never use human toothpaste as it contains detergent which will froth in the dog's mouth and, if swallowed, may upset the stomach. A better alternative is to use a canine toothpaste. This special enzymatic toothpaste is available from your Vet or pet supply store in an assortment of palatable flavors like chicken, liver and malt.  
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TRIMMING THE NAILS

The nails will grow too long if left unattended. Most dogs hate to have their nails clipped, but if you start when the dog is young he should learn to accept it as part of the grooming routine. [image: image7.jpg]


Clip the nails carefully, a little at a time, taking care not to cut the quick. Then smooth any rough edges with an emery board or nail file. If you are having great difficulty with this task, you may need to see your groomer or Vet for regular nail care.  


Bath Day 

Your Havanese will get dirty and need a bath from time to time. Dogs like Havanese that are generally allowed on the furniture and bed are usually bathed quite regularly; perhaps once a month for a pet Havanese. You may choose to do [image: image8.jpg]


this yourself or visit a professional groomer. 
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On the left is Rags having a bath at home in the
kitchen sink. The sink works well for toy breeds 
like the Havanese. It keeps the dog at a good 
working height and is much easier than bathing 
in the tub and the sprayer is wonderful for wetting
and rinsing.

On the right Rags is on the grooming
table being fluff dried.



PET CLIPS  (a.k.a. Puppy Cut)
Besides the regular grooming and care that you do at home, your Havanese may benefit from the regular attentions of a professional groomer. Few owners choose to keep their pet Havanese in the glorious full coat of the show dog. Many pet owners prefer a shortened coat to make the dog easier to brush and maintain. You have a number of options available. The most popular option is to have the coat clipped or scissored to a uniform length all over. Your groomer can help you decide which length is best for you and your pet according to your grooming skills and inclination as well as the appearance that you wish to maintain. Do keep in mind that the coat is there for a reason. Tradition has it that the Havanese coat not be clipped, with exceptions for safety and cleanliness like hygienic trimming. Choosing to clip is a personal choice, but before doing so, do consider the following 
- The Havanese should never be shaved to the skin except in emergencies. There are groomers who wrongfully may tell you to shave your Havanese in summer to keep it cool. They may even do it without your consent! Dogs however do not sweat or keep cool like humans do. Their cooling process is done primarily by panting and sweating at the paws. The soft wavy coat of the Havanese acts as insulation trapping air next to the skin to keep the dog cool in hot weather as well as to keep it warm in colder weather. Just like insulation in your house. It keeps the house cooler in summer and warmer in winter
- The Havanese has very little pigmentation on its skin. If you shave the Havanese right down to the skin, you expose it to the sun with no protection whatsoever, leaving it vulnerable to glare, sun burn and a variety of potential skin disorders including skin cancer. 
- A long coat also acts as protection against many insects and parasites. Think how much work a mosquito would have to do to find skin on a full coated dog compared to a shaved dog. The Havanese coat provides similar protection as wearing long loose clothing protects you.
- Constantly clipping or shaving a Havanese can alter the texture of the coat and change the natural balance of oils in the skin. 
- Keep in mind that the more coat you cut off, the less your dog will look like a Havanese. 
If groomed regularly and carefully, a medium length Havanese coat should be quite manageable for most pet owners and provide many of the advantages the Havanese coat has to offer. Return to Top 
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	Noel was shaved down with clippers into a velvety soft very short Poodle clip about ½ inch long. A little beard was left as well as full feathering on the ears and tail. Noel is the star of the Cain household.
	This photograph shows Rags sporting a puppy clip where the entire coat was trimmed down to about 1 inch. The ears and tail were left fully feathered. 
	Murphy, owned by the Rhodes family in Texas is cute, cuddly, and very easily maintained in a Teddy Bear clip; scissor cut down to about 1&1/2 to 2 inches all over. 
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	In this photo, Mitzi has an attractive medium length coat about 3 inches in length. Her face and feet have been trimmed. As well, the shoulder and rump area have been thinned and tapered.
	Here are Misty and B.J., a pair of pet Havanese in untrimmed coats. Their lovely medium length locks (about 4 inches) have been allowed to grow out naturally from shorter summer puppy clips.
	And finally, here is Pancho, immaculately maintained in a glorious full-length show coat
It can take up to 3 years for a coat to fully mature and may achieve a length of 6-8 inches


